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We feli exhilirated as these dolphine
s next 1o our boat, just beneath the
surface of the clear water, We saw Lots of
mathes and calves, The animals ithowed
their bellics and changed direction with
out of this workd. Now evenihing
appeared possiblel We were abaohwiely
thrilled and had o be reminded of our
duties o record our position on the GPS,
write 3 spechts description, estimate the
group size, direction of wavel, and time
of sighting, as well as collecy daia op
environmental parameiers such  ad

slity, depth and salinity.

The third day, February 18, was calm
and relntively uneventful. During the firm
days there had been quite a bit of rolling.
i some of us appeared green and lost
our somach conicns, Bui now the winds
had seitled and the sea was il — ideal
surveying conditions. Only the sirong sun
mumde it difficult o concentrate and msde
it tired at the end of a long day.

We were all geming wsed 1w our
rotathons and duties and moved arcund
the vessel with growing case. Putting on
smn bock. eatng quickly and cabching
short naps between shifis, aking the
equipment owt At sunrise and away al
sunset, and entering dan for almoas fwo
hours cvery night — all this became
routine, We anchored out a8 sea, with
nothing kn sight bui the setimg sun,
moon and the sars. Fiying fsh and
leaping mardins came back to us i our
dreams as the waves gendly rocked us 1o

At dawn the muttering crew asnd
Brian's wake-up call got us up for the first
rys of the san,

The nexe day, on our way o Chitsgong
io pick up a voltage sabilizer (afier ous
patched-ogether dynamo sutem Fried owr
suTge profeciorh, we  encountered
Ierawaddy Dslphins {Crreaella
brevirosiras), [t was wonderful to see these
animaly 8o Bumdliar 10w during a samay
some of s had dome in the Sundarbans
rwry years before, Emering the mouth of
the Karnaphuli Biver, it was alio great o
s e freshwmter dolphin shushuk
(Platanises gangesoa).,

After sohing our electrical problems,
we headed southwest wowards the Swaich
of Mo Ground, a deep-sea camyvon that
extends inta the shallow waters of the
Sundarbans Delta

firlan had carefully planned owr irack,
We followed & gigeag lne in and out of
the coast, crossing changing water
depths. The capain and his crew
garefully followed the arrow on our GFS,
although they ofien questioned the
direciion it indicatcd. The depth
sounder didn't seem trustworthy enough
b them — they preferred io use a
smple bamboo pale. Thanks o good
planning and the manoeuvring skifls of
the caplain, we never got stuck on the
sandbanks {although we came awfully
chose) of this huge delts. We remained
busy during these days with an
encouraging number of sightings of
Trrawaddy dolphins and fnless parpoises
(Meophocaena phocsenoldes). We had
tor take special care 1o be alert 1o detect
these  species  because  they  both
ppbcally show very little of their body
when surfacing.

0 February 22, just as we crossed
a distinet line of tanston from
cloudy green to deep blue and
entered the deep waters of the
Swarch of No Ground, one
ohserver caught shght of a whale
blowl We couldn't beliese our
eyes. As the magnificent animaly
surfaced, showly, smoothly and exhaling
a wll blow high, we were overcome by
such awe that we nearly forgat o pack up
our cameras 10 roeord the moment. We
had never imagined such beauaful and
huge creatures would be found in our
own backyard, These Bryde's whales
(Balasnoptera edeni) seemed
undistisrbed by our presence while we
warched them feed. What 3 sight!
Hanving discovered something wondros,
we anchored happily for the night at the
edge of the Swaich ready for the mex
day's exploration.

Ohur nexi day was flled with amarisg
sightings of large groups of Boilenose
Dhodphing, more Bryde's whales, bisds and
womderful colour changes in the water.
We even saw boitlenose dolphias. riding
the wake in from of a surfacing whale!
We suspected that there might have been
soame fin whales (Balacnoptera physalus)
mixed in with the Bryde's whales, With
the help of photographs, the
identification would be confirmed laber.

Bt for ws, it was good enough 1o just
know that there are actually whales aut

there. The sun sel mnuch oo eardy tha
elay. With just % small taste of the Swanch
of Mo Ground, we knew we would go
ack 1o cxplore the deep waters

On our way back cast we zigragged
through shalbow waters with our old
friends, the Irrawasddy dolphin and finles
porpoise. Searching the calm waters,
which sometimes glistened like meroury,
we lpoked forward o each day, This was
expecially true when it was our wrn for
bow dusty. Here we stood high above ihe
water surface and leaned ever the edge as
if a bird in flight. It was a sensation never
1o be fagonen,

O the cuter fringes of the delta where
the witer nrmeed from broem 1o green we
abo had several sighting of Indo-Tacific
humpback dolphins (Sousa chinensis),
The distinctive bright white appearance
af the adules bat dark grey colouration of
the calves, and their sometimes active
surfacing, made these animals relacively
cany 1o spol and identify — in Bact, one
scientar characterinesd the speches o the
“perfeet beginner's dolphin™

On February 27 we entered Chittagong
Fort, packed up our geas, said goodbse 1o
the crew and the other weam members
and retarned 10 our regular jobs and
leves. In the next months the dam will be
compiled, analysed and presemied
wogether with the results of sarvrys from
the other countries ol the Bay of Bergal,
The cooperative cfforis  of our
international 1eam, the boat crew, our
ook, and the project’s sponsors and
lacal collabarsiers had resulied in a
landmark study of the cetacean diversity
in Bangladesh.

Bst ssur work hos just started, Dalphins
and whales are threatened by over-
fishing, pollution and entanglement in
gill new. Druring the survey our team
examined two carcasses of [rrawaddy
dolphine. One of these was accidentally
killed in a large-mesh gill net set o cich
sharks, The fishermen told us that during
an Bday mrip, four dolphing had become
entangled in cheir met and died. This
information was alarming and made us
worry that withowt consenation attention
these  animals may disappear from
Bangladesh’s waters, Mow the challenge is
1ot congern into action so that
dolphins and whales can continue (o
theive in the Bay of Bengal, @
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